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CANDIDATES QUIZ

This test is open book. Keep answers short (ideally no more than a paragraph) and in your own words (no copy/pasting from the website). Good luck!


1. What is The Borgen Project?

The Borgen Project is a nonprofit organization that seeks a better involvement from leaders of the United States, being the most powerful and prominent nation in the world, in addressing and ending world poverty. It targets the United States through advocating and educating its citizens and leaders to mobilize and unite other nations to act as well through this powerful influence, multiplying what is right.

2. What is the story behind The Borgen Project?

After a volunteer experience working at refugee camps in Kosovo made Clint Borgen feel the need for a stronger attention from the United States towards extreme poverty, the young advocate launched a web-based organization right out of college from his own laptop, with zero funding and a lot of passion: The Borgen Project. This project was born from the belief that the most powerful country in the world should be doing something to end extreme poverty and need for the United States’ to aim its force towards finally ending this issue.

3. When it comes to helping the world’s poor, is the United States (Congress and the White House) doing enough? How does the U.S. compare to other wealthy nations?

Although initiatives such former president Obama’s Feed the Future give the country a head start, the United States still has to improve its involvement towards ending world’s poor. There is still a little setback for foreign aid from the American society, as at least half of the population disapproves the supply of food and money to foreign countries (with the hope to benefit first the United States). And still, being the world’s most powerful nation, the United States is ranked 21st according to the Good Country Index, that measures the contributions of a country to foreign issues, putting Ireland and Finland on the top of this rank. 

4. How does addressing global poverty improve the economy and create jobs in the United States? 

Reducing global poverty contributes to the creation of a new, increased demand for specialty and luxurious items, an area that is majorly operated and exported by United States businesses. With this increase on demand, there is consequently a need for an increase in the production of such items, in order to meet the supply for this new international trade trend. Hence, more labor will be needed to accommodate this new demand.

5. How does addressing global poverty improve national security? 

Addressing global poverty and working towards its end improve national security because by providing the necessary resources to these less developed nations who are in need, these populations advances towards a better economic and social environment and are moved away from violence and terrorism. Instead of fighting force with force, this support to poor nations also help the creation of alliances and shows protection and assistance from an authoritative country towards the nations that are, somehow, impotent. 

6. What are some strategies being used on the ground to improve living conditions for people living in extreme poverty?

Some strategies that organizations around the United States are already putting in action in pursuance of improving the living conditions for people in countries with extreme poverty range from providing comfort and shelter, improving the medical scenario of the nation, and focusing on educating children and adults in these nations. Organizations have been providing shelter and the resources for subsistence, administered the distribution of vaccination against common diseases in these areas, built schools, amongst other effective strategies that will slowly but surely end global poverty.

7. What is your favorite video on The Borgen Project website and why? 

My favorite video on the website is the “GALVANIZE! political advocacy in action and more lobbying day tips” because it shows how the project is acting and achieving its main objectives. It shows the bones and the backstage of The Borgen Project and it entices people to be a part of it and make a difference. Also, in my humble opinion, I believe that the informational videos need to end with a stronger call-to-action and perhaps be shorter in length to keep the viewers focused most (if not all) of the times.

8. The Borgen Project… (Highlight which is most accurate)
a) Sends teams of volunteers to build water wells in Africa.
b) Focuses on advocacy and influencing members of Congress to better fund poverty-reduction programs.
c) All of the above.
d) None of the above.

9. Why does The Borgen Project want people calling and emailing their congressional leaders in support of poverty-reduction bills? 

Sending emails and calling congressional leaders in every district is an easy, timeless way to advocate on behalf of various issues regarding world’s poverty and it takes just a few seconds to be done through http://borgenproject.org/action-center/. Just one email is able to make regional leaders aware of the issue and the information can go to their weekly reports. One email can and will make a difference.
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